
April1,2022

Board of Directors

Gunnison River Homeowners Association

Directors,

Here is a short summary of the water rights owned by the Gunnison River Homeowners
Association.

Hyzer-Ketchum ditch also known as Clark Stream. A proportionate interest in the ditch, Ditch
24 with:2.03 c.f.s. in Priority 18 and 3.j.7 c.f.s. in priority 290.

Thornton No. 1- Ditch 23, Priority 517. Adjudicated for 6 c.f.s. with an adjudication date of
October 21, 1953. The beginning of this ditch is on the west bank of Clark Stream on Lots 6 and
7 (Orgill and Butts) Gunnison River Filing 2. lt travels down the east side of ChinookTrail, the
south side of Apache Road. There is a branch that goes to Lot 1,4,15 and on into the park west
of those lots. The original ditch as described was 409 feet long, 2 feet deep and 4 feet wide. I

think this was filled in to allow houses to be built and the current ditch was created as a
replacement.

Castle Mountain Pond #1 is located atthe intersection of Highway 135 and ChinookTrail. This
is known in the water court records as Association Springs and Drainage Ditch No. 3. The ditch
extends from the pond back into Clark Stream. Date of Appropriatlon June L,1,gl1.for 1.0 c.f.s.
Storage rights in Castle Mountain Pond No 1. are 3.7 acre feet.

Association Springs and Drainage Ditch No. 1. This arises as a spring north of the subdivision. lt
crosses Harris Ditch in a flume and continues south through Lots 14, 15 and 16 Gunnison River
Filing No 2 (Parker, White, and Young ). ltfeeds Park Pond and eventually Lively pond. lt also
continues alongthe south and east boundary of BlackfootTrail and eventuallyterminates in
Lively pond. lt is adjudicated for 0.5 cfs.

Harris Ditch has an absolute water right of 0,5 c.f.s. owned by GRHOA with an appropriation
date of June 1, 1971. lt is located along the western boundary of the subdivision and feeds
Lively Pond

Park Pond has an adjudicated storage right of 4.5 acre feet



Lively Pond has an adjudicated storage right of 2.25 acrefeet. overflow goes back into HarrisDitch on the west side of the subdivision.

Association Springs and Drainage Ditch No.2. This arises north of the subdivision and then
used to enter an underground pipe that transported the water to the intersection of clarkstream and Apache Road. lt has since been diverted from the beginning of the undergroundpipe, now sealed, to the west where is terminates in Harris Ditch which then feeds Lively pond.
It has an absolute right for 0.75 c.f.s.

The ditches east of Clark stream all appear to arise from clark Stream and utilize the Hyzer-
Ketchum water rights. I am not aware of any other named water rights east of clark stream.

with these named ditches and associated water rights, it is importantto understand just howmuch water each ditch is allowed to carry under current water law. Many of these ditches havebeen carrying more than their adjudicated rights in the past. with these extremely dry years,
the low snowpack, and the low reservoir levels it is entirely likelythat strict administration ofwater rights is inevitable. Under strict administration, the ditch rider would be visiting all ofthese ditches to assure the state of colorado they were not exceeding their adjudicated waterrights' He has the authority to require the installation of parshall Flumes and to curtail flow ifthe ditches are exceeding their adjudicated rights.

water rights are usually measured utilizing a Parshall Flume. This is a specifically designed
flume, set in the ditch, which allows waterto pass through it at a given velocity depending uponthe flume design.

A simple explanation, which is somewhat accurate, is a ditch 6 inches wide having water about5 inches deep would be carrying 0.5 c.f.s. one c.f.s. would result in a water depth of
approximately 7.5 inches deep.

A ditch 12 inches wide would be carrying 0.5 c.f.s. if the waterwas 3 inches deep and 1.0 c.f.s.would be about 3.6 inches deep.
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DATE OF MA.ILING

P-t7 ,?3

DISTRICT COURT, i'illTER DIVISION l.iO.

CASE IiO. 81CW274

4, CoLoR\DO Kay Phillips. Clcrk

Fiied ln The District Coutt
Y/aler 0iviaio.tt Four

AUG 1 ? 1e6B

FillDIl{cs AND RULING OF REFEREi:ltaruO D7C?,,:Z
1-----
i--..-'_

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION

CASTLE I.,IOUNTAI N I R.Ri GAT I Oii, RCAD
ASSOCI ATION,

FOR I{ATET RIGHTS OF:

AI.ID F.ECREIT ION

CEBTIFIED TO BE A FULI
TRUE Ai.ID CORRECT COPY

C.RiGI:{/.' IN I.iY CUSTOD

. .& *u:-sEl-,li. -9:J.h:
-.OrrlIn the GUNNISOTI River, GUNNiSCN County, Colorado. UJATE LERK

AppIi-cant, CASTLE MOUI{TAIN I F.R.IGATIOII, ROAD AND RECREATION
ASSCCIATION, a Colorado not for profit corporation, c/o their
atLorney, David I"{. Barton, Ranous, Stern & Patrick, 304 W. Tomichj.
Avenue, Gunniscn, Coioraio 8f230, requests a Application For Storage
and Surf ace Viater: Rights b-v .Appiication f iled December 22, f 987.

-T'i}:DiNGS O' FACT

f - i\il notices req,ui-rac' by ia'* cf tne f iling of this
App, lication have been El.ven- 1',re Refei:ee has jur-isdiction of this
case. The tinie for fili.ng of statemen'cs of. oppositlon has expired
and no such statements have bee:r filed-

2. Applicant requests an absolute water right and storage
right for the ASSOCIATION SPRINGS AND DRAINAGE DITCH NO. I,
ASSOCIATION SPRINGS AND DRAINAGE DITCH NO. 2, LIVELY POND, and PARK
LAXE, wtrich i s located as fo.i Iows :

The Asscciai.icn Springs anC Drainage Ditc--[-]!o.-*_1__
arises in the SZL/ 4 SLI/ 1 Sttl/ 4 of Secticn 13, Township 53
North, F.ange I Wesc, N-H.P.fl. at a 2cini:2,600 feet fron'-he
Hest Iine of said Section an<-r 300 feet frcm Ihe South line cf
said Section. Sar; citch extencs Llierefron in a genera]
souLhwesteriy dj-rectio;-i, crosscs Lire iiarris t'itch on a f I'.trne,
:-.:'.: i;-::r;ti ;:.lt-',:5- ;i thc,r.lrll -;il:: ;c;::^l;-,.1 l-ie lcir-

icr-, Sprir;s anj D:arnagLa i-riLr:lr lic. 2

a r;,J, l:t : , ; ; l' [,:':: ;- roiir r- ]rc 'n,: sL i i rt,:
l,:,:L Irc:.t Lr,i ilori:lr iir:c ai ::i.l-

j :, .: s i ;: i- ]-.,:
-i,-l: i '/Jasa,

s.r.ld *1.:,it

')-
!r.



Secl-ion. Said di tch
southe rwesterly di rect
system, fron which it
St ream-

ext-enCs tirerefrom in
ion unEil iL ent-ers an
extenCs souLheriy until

a general
underg round pipe
rejoining Clark

and is tributary to Gut:ni sor Ri.ver- - At>piicant desires to have f lowrights for - 50 c - f . s. f or Association lsprings and Drainage Ditch No.r and -75 c- f - - s for Asscc',ation sp::ings -r-,a Drainage Ditch bio. 2c. f. s - for the use as foliows:

v.ar' rou nd i i;"r.i?"".^:"'J"tjr',i, ,to;rtl"n"n:;;".'.'rx',1,"n;rj 
t:::.Ii;, 

' 
,

irrigation of approximat.eJ.y 2o acre= .onristing of residentiallots ).4'24, 4B and 49, a"d a,ssociatron eark, alr of which arelocated ir-r Gunnj-son RiveI Fili;r3 lio. 2, according to therecorded pla! elrereof ; and f9r urg*..,iaLion wat.er for seasonaLirrigation of apprc>:ii'uie'iv 15 u.iui--"on.i.sLing of residentiallots 25-33, Gu;rnison R.i.ver, Firing rio. 2, and l,ots 1 and 2,
:;:::'3lo}r.Jr.j. j"ij..,n lro - 3 , ...--.-rdi;; ro rhe recorded plaEs cr

For r\sscctaLic:: Springs ani Drainage Ditch lic. Z,i'ear-rou;:ri i ivcsLock r;.:Le ir;-.;-, a.iu prcte,,-ti.cn and seasonalirrigation of approxirnat-e1,; 2c ;crLrr .o.sisiing af residentiallots 31-t,J, Gu;r,i-son F.iver r:.ii;rg iio. -, ancr lots 7 and B,
:;:::":;r]iJ;j, j.J,'., rio. \, u...ioirs ro rhe recorded pr ats or

The Court finds that ttre
1 and 2 will carry those
amounts of water to the

Lively I)t)nd is
Sectlon 2t,, To.,rnehlp 50 llo:i):,

ASSOCiATION SPRIi.IGS AND DRAINAGE DITCH NO.amounts, and that Applicant has put thesebeneficial use as stated above.

Appricant also requests an absoluie storage water right for theLTVELY PolrD AND pAitK LAKE, v.,i-ri-ch are locaLed as folr6ws:

f rcin t-he 'i,:-ql'ii:le of sa,:
icu:li lt;r,-' t;'. :j.rlii j,:a.j -..-

i';:< I.ai.t :,'
S:-cLlo;l 2i, ',-o';rrsiti.p 50 lt,r:
f5r:;r f-lio 'rir.,sL iir;a of Ei:i,:
No:-Lh Iine oi -"aic s.:t.lc;1 .

in
Hesi

srtuaEei
F.;nEe i

: j.: tx. 1'i^r)i;
). ?'-'sl, t.l .M.P.

"ri,j 1,9f0 fecL

? , CA5 fcet f rcrn t l:e

the Nvtl/4 SvlI/4 oi
, I'1.M.P.H., 60 feeI

t;'r;\//^i oI
1.'.. 6i0 feeL

f ronr t lrtr



These i:eservoirs have as their soui-ce the Gunni.son River. with a damtleisn! 9f Iess than ten f eet ar:cl a J ength of approximately 40 f eetfor Livery Pond and 90 f eet f or pa::k iike. appiicant desires tohave storage rigirts for 2.25 acre feet for Liilfy pond and 4.5 acrefeet for Park Iake for tjre recreatLon, irrigatio-n, aesthetic values,fire prevention and fish culture fcr both storage structures. TheCcurt finds that t-he LIVELY POtiD Ar{D PARK LAKE hare stored 2.25 acrefeet for Lively Por^d arrd 4-5 acre feet for park Lake, of which L.25acre feet for Lively pond and 2.25 acre feet for park Lake areactive storage, and that At>plj.canL has put this amount of water tothe beneficial use as above stated.

Applicant i s
c. f. s- for Association
c-f-s. for,\ssociation
fol lows :

llo pfcln:;l r.:3 iLlrr.: l6 tr.- -ra!:.1..
'.rio f cleqolr--q rul j::: i: C,):)ll t-::r,:;l
:nC approve,l , en,.1 1s uarlo tho

.IndE:r,eni and. Decrcc of thls couf.t.

RULI NG
hereby Cn:q.NTED an absolute water right for .50

Springs and Drainage Ditch No. I and .-75
Springs and Drainage Ditch No. 2 for use as

! I l,1r:iirc-./r C

For .rissoci;rtion springs and Drainage Ditclr t.ro. l,year rounci livesLock watering, fire protection, and seascnarirrigation of approximately 20 aJres consisting of residentiallots l4-21, 4B and 49, and Association park, all of which arelocated in Gunnison River Filing lio. 2, accordi.ng to the
recordeC pLat titereof ,' and for augnentation watet ior seasonalirrigarion of approxinater;,15 acres consist.ing of residentialiots 25-33, Gunni.son River L'iIi,;g l;o. 2, and lots 1 and 2,C,r:r:sc: lj'..:r l;-^:;tq ltr_:_ J, acco:i:-rj to r--he reco:rlel r;lats cit:rcse s:,,Lt'. I r.'i s i;ns.

For Association Springs and Drainage Ditch lto. 2,year-round livestock waLeri.ng, fire protection ani seasona]irrigation af approximately 20 acres io.,sisting of residential
Lo'-s 31,-4'l , Gunnison River Filing No. 2, and lots 7 and B,Gunnison River Fi)-ing lio. 1, accorciing Lo the recorded plaEs ofthose subdivisions.

f rom the ASSoCIATION SPRII{GS AtiD DRAIN/IGE DITCH No. 1 and 2, }ocatedas above descril:ed, rvith an apprcpriation date of June 1, 197I, and
adjudication date cf Deccnber 31, L967, and ALSO GRAI{TED air absolutewa'-er right for the stcr.-ir;e of 2.25 acre feet for LMLY pOND and1.5 acre feeL Ic.r PARK LAKE fcr recreaLion, irrigaLion, aesttretic
v.1 lues / f ire preventioll .r;rd f ish c'-rltur:e ior both storage sLructures
l-ccated as above descr ibed, wi t.)r an ap?ropriation i.ate of ;i,une r,1971, ?,:)jr-rriiclt_iion Catc r:f L.:ct::rLer: 31, lgB7.

_ 1_

1 l.!r:iicc-./, Coi:,.1 ct ilrii l]ccuncni

/ t ,-.,<:-v1 i( i ir-. o jl l:or iic: ia ii;i: co-.o'/ ,,'u-'.-.', lL llu-o ll 1>oriic: i;r ii;i: cr-::c.
;trri-:, it. cl"v *7_ 

,1
'ri.: t.:r Re f eree Dciod 7__ /S--_ ),t
l).r,ir;icrr a 7r--t11, / ,

En+ ^n Yr.;raa

at o,l r

t{oy l']lriiiips, Y/uirr C.lurk

i-.;\ t_



DATE OF lYtAlLlNG

8-t7-88
DISTRICT COURT, WATER

CASE NO. 87CW246

Rt0'trSEP 19ts88

K.iy Phii!ips, Oer,(

Filed ln Tha Dlstricl Courr
V/aler Divisic;r FoLr

AUG 17 PB8
DIVTSTON NO 4, COLORADO

FINDINGS AND RULING OF REF'EREE'
:: -.

AI'JD DIr-:lii,1 .lj

IN THE },IATTER OF THE

VERNON M. AND ELMA L.MOUNTAIN IRRIGATION,
ASSOCIATION

APPLICATION FOR, WATER

.HARRIS, AND CASTLE
ROAD AND RECREATION

RIGHTS OF:

In the GUNNISON River, cUNliiSON County, Colorado.

APPIiCANIS, VERNON M. ANd ELI,IA L. riARRrS, C/O LhCir3:::I".I.i'R:!:I_tE.Wrign.,Jr.P.o.BoxI7q1]r:.*B 1 2 3 0, i 
"a 

-'iiiiiu "roilffiil;' 
r #; 

"i;, 
?;*l"X."iJ'.ions" filiffil+ 

- 
c" i"'. ao

ASSOCIATION, ? Colorado .,ot-for profit corporation, c/o theirattorney, David M. garto;, zo+ wl=t-T;*ichi, Gunnison, Colorado?ii:3,.:;:;;:: 3r:"ii;;;.i"" Eor surface water nishr..ry Application

FINDINGS CF FACT

1- Arr notices required by 1aw of the filing of thisApplication have been given. The Referee has jurisdiction of thiscase' The tirne for firing of staternents of op!o"itio., n.s expiredand no such statements have been filed.

2- Applicants request an absolute water right for theHARRIS DTTCH, which is located at a. poinL in ttre NriTauwr/+lrwi /+ otsecti-on 24, Township 50 North, Range I west, N-M.p-M., dt a pointI2B0 feet from the west line of. said Section and 275 feet from theNorth line of said Section. Said ditch extends therefrom in ageneral southwesterly direction first across vacant }and, thenceacross Lot L, Gunnison River Filing No. 3, according to the platttrereof bearing Reception IIo. 359824 of the Gunnison County iecorrls,thence southerly across the west half of Lots 33, 32, an<i 3I of
Gunnison Ri-ver Filing No- 2 according to the plat thereof bearingReception No- 284268 of tire Gunnison County record.s to a point oithe west line of said Section 24 which is 7OO feet north of the westquarter corner of said Section 24, and ttrence ext.end.s southerlytlrrough the Er/2sEL/ 4 of Section 23, Township 50 North, Range i



West, N-M-p-M- and thence into the Gunnison River, and is tributary
to Ohio Creek and the Gunnison River. Applicants desire to have
flow rights for I0 c.f.s. for Vernon lvl. and Elrna L. Harris, and 0-5
c.f.s. for CastIe Mountain Irrigation, Road and Recreation
Association for stockwatering, irrigation and fire protection
purposes of Applicants. The Court finds that the HARRIS DITCH will

"..ry five c.f.s.', and that Applicants have put this amount of water
to the beneficial use of stockwatering, irr igation, and fire
protection purposes.

RULING

Applicants are hereby GRANTED an absolute water right for 5

c.f.s absolute for irrigation of 45 acres and fire protection, of
which .2 c.f-s. may be used for stockwatering. 4.5 c.f.s. beiongs
to Harris and.5 c.f.s. to Castle Mountain for the stated purposes
from the HARRIS DITCH, located as above-described, with an
appropriation daEe of June 1, L954 for the Harris water right and
appropriation date of June l, L97L for Castle lt{ountain Irrigation,
Road and Recreation Association water righi, with adjudicatlon date
of December 31, 1987, tar both

DoNE 'rHIs llr+L DAY oF , l98B

I .^
/l o*** [LU^*

blater Referee
Division 4

No protest ras f11ed tn thls 'nnt,tsr-
fba foregolng ru1lng 1s conflruod
'iad approved, arrd 1s nade ths
Jud6rnent a:ed. Decree of thls cor:tt,

--..1tod t

l,\cilcC-A Copy of tiris Docurnent io

oll pc.riies in ihis co:e.

Dcicd * (5 *-u:
.,/ )
--/" .JJ'\ , v . _

Koy Philirps, Vy'aler Clert



1.

' i'. DutK-D'nJ '

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION NO. 4, STATE OF COLORADO

Case No. g7-CW-_
,I
uU. {r <)h+ ] ,, (O

APPLICATION FOR STOR.AGE AND SURFACE WATER RIGHTS

CONCERNING THE APPLICATION FOR WATER RIGHTS OF CASTLE MOUNTAINIRRIGATTON, ROAD AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION, A COLORADO NON PROFITCORPORATION, IN GUNNISON COUNTY.

Castle Mountain lrrigation, Road and Recreation Association, a Coloradonon-profi t corporation,
c/o David M. Barton
David M. Barton, p.C.
304 West TomichiAvenue, Suite 26
Gunnison, CO 81230
(970) 641-2181

Name of Structures:

Association Springs and Drainage Ditch No. 3

Castle Mountain pond No. 1

SURFACE RIGHTS

The Association Springs and Drainage Ditch No. 3 arises in thesE%sE%sw%of section 13, Township s0 North, Range 1west, N.M.P.M.
at a point 2,600 feet east of the West Section line of sliO Section (13) and200 feet north of the South line of said Section. Said Ditch extends
therefrom in a generat southeasterly direction, fills the Casfle Mountain pond
No. 1 and continues in a westerly direction untiljoining the Hyzer Ketchum
Ditch (Clark Stream).

2.

3.



4. Source:

The source of theAssociatron springs and Drainage Ditch No. 3 is a seriesof seeps and springs, tributary t; il" Gunnison River.

Amount Claimed:

1 c.f.s.

6.

5.

nppropriation and Use:

7. Use or proposed Use:

A.
B.
C.

Date of tnitiation of Appropriation: June 1, 1971 .Date water Appried to'Benefici"r"ul., June 1, 1gr1.How Appropriation was tnitiateo, gy 
"onrtruction 

and improvement ofdiversion structures and appricrtLn of water to the uses craimed.

8.

9.

10.

Year round rivestock.^watering, fire. protection, seasonat irrigation ofapproximately twenty (20) acrei'consisiing ot.esioential lots in Gunnison
[,];::j[r,J:.J J,:i].,f;?::i:.; ii", Firi;s rvo i suuoivisions, 

"-"*rc;ng

The castle Mountain pond No. 1 is situated in the NE%NM%, section 24,Township 50 North,.Range 1west, N.M.P.M., *itn1n, ouflet being 700 feetsouth of the North rine o] saio section 13 
"ni i,sdo feet east of the westline of said Section.

Source:

The source of castle Mountain Pond No. 1 is water from the Associationsprings and Ditch 
llo, l, and augmentation water rrom a raterar of the HyzerKetchum Ditch, both tributary to"the Gunnison River.

Use or Proposed Use:

Recreation, irrigation, aesthetic vatues, fire prevention and fish curture.

Amount Claimed:

3.7 acre feet.

11.

l2lag7(qrffih2o appl



12.

Not applicable. The pond was constructed by digging out existing materialwithout construction of a dam.

Length of Dam in Feet:

Not applicabte.

13.

14.

15.

3.7 acre feet.

The Pond historicafly has utirized no active capacity as the pond depth hasbeen maintained at a constant rever. There is a scrlw gate, however, whichallows the Pond to be drained if necessary.

Respectfully submitted this 

-_ 
day of December, 1gg7.

David M. Barton, p.C.

By:
David M. Barton, #13139
Attorney for Applicant
304 West TomichiAvenue, #26
Gunnison, CO 81230
Telephone: (970) 641-2181

STATE OF COLORADO )

couNry oF GUNN,.on, ] 
tt'

l, Michael R- Polich, as President of Castle Mountain lrrigation, Road andRecreationalAssociation, a Colorado non-profit corporation, being first duly sworn uponoath, verify that the information in the foiegoing Application is t"rue to the best of myknowledge, information and belief.

MICHAEL R. POLICH

12497(ot*m2o ap9)


